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Blue Star Mothers Support and Encourage Military During Christmas 

OKLAHOMA CITY— Linda Rakett and her fellow Blue Star Mothers of Chapter 6 love 
supporting the military and veterans. Rakett is a volunteer with Blue Star Mothers through 
RSVP of Central Oklahoma. The national organization, made up of mothers who have children 
serving in the military or who have served and have been honorably discharged, started in 1942 
during World War II.  
 
“Our mission is to serve and help active duty military and veterans,” said Rakett, who became a 
Blue Star Mother when her son joined the Army right out of high school in 2003. “We send 
deployment boxes to the ones serving around the world, and we try to help the veterans who 
are at the Veterans Administration hospital or VA Centers.” 
 
During the Christmas season, Linda and the other mothers contact nursing homes in the area 
and find out how many veterans are residents. They prepare gift bags that contain socks, candy, 
tissues, personal greeting cards, and snacks for each veteran to share with them for Christmas. 
They also participate in the Marines Toys for Tots drive, help out at the Military Welcome 
Center at Will Rogers World Airport, and participate in Veterans Day parades. 
 
“We do whatever we can do to help,” Rakett said. “We love helping our military and our 
veterans.” 
 
To learn more about Blue Star Mothers and volunteering with RSVP of Central Oklahoma, call 
Laura McPheeters at 405-605-3110 or email lmcpheeters@rsvpokc.org. 
 
About RSVP of Central Oklahoma:  
Since 1973, RSVP of Central Oklahoma has helped senior adults continue to live with purpose 
and meaning by connecting them with rewarding community volunteer opportunities, including 
RSVP’s Provide-A-Ride Senior Transportation Program. RSVP is a partner of Senior Corps and 
the United Way of Central Oklahoma. To learn more about becoming a volunteer, call Laura 
McPheeters at 405.605.3110 or visit rsvpokc.org. You can also follow RSVP on Facebook at 
facebook.com/RSVPokc.  
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